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The  changing  of  Mission  Presidents  in- 
troduced a  reorganization  of  the  Mission 
Presidency.  On  January  1st,  1953,  Brother 
Thomas  Y.  Wilson  and  Elder  W.  E.  Barry 
Mayo  were  automatically  released  from 
their  positions  as  1st  and  2nd  counselors 
respectively,  when  President  Evan  P. 
Wright  turned  the  affairs  of  the  Mission 
over  to  President  Leroy  H.  Duncan. 

On  Monday,  February  2nd,  1953,  with  the 
approval  of  the  First  Presidency  of  the 
Church,  Brother  Alvin  F.  Park  was  sus- 
tained as  1st  counselor  in  the  Mission 
Presidency,  and  Elder  W.  E.  Barry  Mayo 
was  re-appointed  and  sustained  as  second 
counselor. 

The  new  counselors  accepted  their  call- 
ings with  deepest  humility,  and  with  un- 
wavering determination  to  faithfully  aid 
our  Mission  President. 

"In  accepting  office  in  the  Mission  Presi- 
dency," said  Brother  Park,  "I  am  deeply 
conscious  of  my  dependence  on  the  spirit 
of  the  Lord  to  assist  me  in  my  endeavours 
to  discharge  the  duties  which  will  devolve 
upon  me  in  helping  to  build  up  the  King- 
dom of  God  here  in  this  land." 

For  those  of  you  who  have  not  as  yet  had 
the  privilege  of  meeting  the  new  counselors 
personally  the  following  will  give  some  in- 
formation concerning  their  lives  to  date. 

Brother  Park  has  devoted  a  generous  por- 
tion of  his  time  and  talents  in  faithful 
church  work  over  a  period  of  many  years- 
He  has  honorably  and  faithfully  served  as 
Sunday  School  Superintendent,  and  also 
as  first  and  second  counselor;  Young  Men's 
Mutual  Improvement  Association  President 
and  as  first  and  second  counselor  in  this 
same  organization;  Branch  President  of  the 
Cumorah  Branch,  and  still  again  as  first 
and  second  counselor.  He  was  serving  as 
President  of  the  Cape  District  when  he  was 
called  to  his  new  position. 


Another  important  date  in  his  book  of 
life  is  April  4,  1933,  the  day  of  his  marriage 
to  Sister  Maggie  Adelaide  Wilson.  At  pre- 
sent they  are  living  at  Rondebosch.  Their 
daughter  La  Verne,  an  only  child,  is  follow- 
ing in  the  righteous  path  of  her  parents. 

Elder  Mayo  has  likewise  devoted  much 
of  his  time  and  talents  to  the  church-  He 
hails  from  a  fine  Latter-day  Saint  home. 
His  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reginald  S. 
Mayo  from  Ottawa,  Ontario,  Canada,  are 
both  converts  to  the  church,  and  since  join- 
ing, have  surrounded  themselves  and  their 
family  with  the  true  gospel  spirit.  Elder 
Mayo's  younger  brother  Ron  is  now  serving 
as  a  missionary  in  the  French  Mission- 

The  trials  and  problems  which  exist  in  a 
Mission  are  nothing  new  to  Elder  Mayo,  as 
he  comes  from  the  Canadian  Mission.  He 
has  experienced  attending  meetings  with 
very  few  people  in  attendance,  but  then  on 
the  other  hand  he  has  experienced  the 
strong  spirit  of  love  and  unity  which  exists 
in  the  Mission  Field. 

Before  coming  to  this  land  as  a  Mission- 
ary Elder  Mayo  completed  three  years  of 
pre-medicine  at  the  University  of  Western 
Ontario,  and  expects  to  resume  his  studies 
upon  his  return  home. 

When  asked  how  he  felt  about  his  calling 
Elder  Mayo  said,  "I  feel  very  keenly  the 
need  of  the  help  of  our  Father  in  Heaven 
that  I  may  do  this  work  as  He  would  want 
it  done-  I  pray  that  His  spirit  will  be  with 
me  that  I  may  magnify  my  calling  to  help 
strengthen  the  Church  in  this  Mission. 

Three  humble,  stalwart  men  hold 
these  positions  of  high  responsibility  in 
governing  the  church  affairs  in  this  land. 
May  we  as  members  and  missionaries  put 
our  faith  and  trust  in  their  decisions  and 
support  them  with  our  prayers  and  confi- 
dence. 

By  —  Elder  Jack  Dahl 
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LOOKING  BACK  A  CEN- 
TURY.— Viewing  the  magnificent 
Salt  Lake  Temple  as  it  stands 
today,  a  triumph  of  architecture 
and  achievement,  the  fact  should 
not  be  lost  sight  of  that  its  erec- 
tion was  a  courageous  under- 
taking by  a  band  of  hardy 
pioneers. 

It  should  be  remembered  that 
the  designs  were  made  and  con- 
struction commenced  under  the 
most  unfavourable  conditions. 

It  took  courage  to  begin  erec- 
tion of  the  great  temple  a  cen- 
tury ago  in  Salt  Lake  City. 

History  records  that  it  was  just 
100  years  ago,  February  14,  1853, 
that  the  temple  site  was  conse- 
crated and  the  ground  broken  for 
the  foundation. 

The  history  of  the  Salt  Lake 
Temple  dates  back  to  four  days 
after  the  arrival  of  Brigham 
Young  and  the  Pioneers  into  the 
Salt  Lake  Valley.  It  was  on  July 
28.  1847,  that  Brigham  Young 
selected  the  site.  He  was  walking 
with  a  party  of  pioneers  when  his 
countenance  was  suddenly  illumi- 
nated and,  stopping,  he  struck 
the  ground  with  his  cane  and  ex- 
claimed, "Here  will  be  the  temple 
of  our  God."  He  had  halted 
where  the  centre  of  the  building 
is  now  located. 

Only  when  we  remember  the 
unfavourable  circumstances  un- 
der which  the  temple  was  started 
and  carried  to  completion  and 
consider  the  magnificence  today, 
can  we  form  a  suitable  idea  of 
the  "heroic  faith  that  prompted 
the  first  builders  and  the  un- 
selfish sacrifices  that  made  its 
erection  possible." 

As  one  Latter-day  Saint  writer 
put  it  after  contemplating  this 
heroic  accomplishment: 

"The  temp'e  of  Solomon  was 
built  at  a  time  when  the  Jewish 
nation    numbered    millions    and 


had  attained  remarkable  wealth 
and  prosperity. 

"The  temple  of  Zerubbabel 
was  built  in  a  desolate  country 
and  poor  exiles,  but  these  carried 
with  them  means  of  temple- 
building,  donated  by  the  wealthy 
Persian  rulers. 

"Herod  had  the  treasures  of  a 
country  at  his  command  when 
he  commenced  his  temple- 
building. 

"But  what  had  the  Saints 
when  they  dedicated  the  ground 
on  which  this  magnificent  struc- 
ture stands?" 


ALL   CHURCH   CAGEFEST.— 

Who  will  win  the  31st  annual 
All-Church  M  Men  Basketball 
Tournament? 

The  answer  to  this  highly  im- 
portant question,  particularly  to 
the  10,000  M.  Men  who  have 
played  in  the  world's  largest 
basketball  league,  will  be  settled 
next  week. 

Heralded  as  the  greatest  All- 
Church  Tournament  ever  to  be 
held,  the  basketball  classic  will 
get  under  way  Tuesday,  Feb.  24. 
for  five  days  and  nights  of  play. 

Not  only  will  it  be  the  largest 
tournament  with  28  teams,  which 
is  eight  more  than  at  any  previ- 
ous tournament,  but  also  the 
quality  of  play  promises  to  reach 
new  heights.  Included  in  the 
roster  are  four  former  All- 
Church  Championship  teams. 

In  order  to  accommodate  the 
heavy  schedule  of  games  neces- 
sary to  have  the  winner  deter- 
mined by  Saturday  night,  Feb. 
28,  games  will  be  played  in  the 
Deseret  Gym  and  the  University 
of  Utah  Field  House  simultane- 
ously for  the  first  three  days  of 
competition. 
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To  One  That 
Is   Learned 


By 

Elder  Ronald  B.  Clark 


"And  the  vision  of  all  is  become  unto  you 
as  the  words  of  a  book  that  is  sealed,  which 
men  deliver  to  one  that  is  learned,  saying, 
Read  this,  I  pray  thee:  and  he  saith,  I  can- 
not; for  it  is  sealed.  And  the  book  is  de- 
livered to  him  that  is  not  learned,  saying, 
Read  this,  I  pray  thee:  and  he  saith,  I  am 
not  learned.  ' 

We  are  familiar  with  the  account  of 
Martin  Harris  taking  the  'words  of  a  book 
that  is  sealed'  to  Professor  Charles  Anthon, 
a  man  well  known  as  a  linquist.  When  told 
to  bring  the  records,  Martin  Harris  re- 
marked that  part  of  them  were  sealed- 
Where-upon  Professor  Anthon  stated,  'I 
cannot  read  a  scaled  book"  The  volume 
was  entrusted  to  Joseph  Smith  for  the  great 
task  of  translating  it  into  our  tongue. 
Joseph  Smith  wasn't  learned  in  this  type 
of  work,  and  he  knew  it.  He  relied  upon 
God  for  guidance  in  this  important  under- 
taking. Thus  we  have  the  coming  forth 
of  that  wonderfully  enlightening  volume 
of  scripture,  the  Book  of  Mormon.  Indeed 
the  sacret  instrument  in  the  hands  of  the 
Lord  has  caused  the  "wisdom  of  their  wise 
men  to  perish  and  the  understanding  of 
their  prudent  men  to  be  hid." 

I  have  often  read  and  seen  fulfillment  of 
these  words  of  Nephi:  "O  that  cunning  plan 
of  the  evil  one!  O  the  vainness,  and  the 
frailities  and  the  foolishness  of  men!  When 
thev  are  learned  they  think  they  are  wise, 
and  they  hearken  not  unto  the  counsel  of 
God,  for  they  set  aside,  supposing  they 
know  of  themselves,  wherefore,  their  wis- 
dom is  foolishness  and  it  profiteth  them 
not   And  they  shall  perish."  - 

In  our  missionary  work  we  have  dis- 
cussions with  all  types  jf  people.  Some  of 
them  are  on  a  higher  intellectual  plane 
than  we  are.  From  my  observation  though, 


many  of  these  people  are  badly  lacking  in 
common  sense,  and  argue  against  their 
own  better  judgment.  They  try  so  hard  to 
apply  their  own  theories  to  the  teachings 
of  God,  that  the  spirit  of  the  Gospel  is  for- 
gotten completely.  It  also  seems  that  a 
person's  sense  of  value  is  lost  when  he  re- 
lies too  much  on  his  own  learning.  The 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  is  plain  enough  for 
a  child  to  understand.  Let's  keep  it  that 
way. 

To  point  out  the  difference  between 
knowledge  and  intelligence,  I'd  like  to 
quote  a  paragraph  from  a  talk  given  by 
President  Joseph  Smith.  "There  is  a  differ- 
ence between  knowledge  and  pure  intelli- 
gence. Satan  possesses  knowledge,  far 
more  than  we  have,  but  he  has  not  intelli- 
gence or  he  would  render  obedience  to  the 
principles  of  right  and  truth.  I  know  men 
who  have  knowledge,  who  understand  the 
principles  of  the  gospel,  perhaps  as  well  as 
you  do,  who  are  brilliant,  but  who  lack 
the  essential  qualification  of  pure  intelli- 
gence. Thev  will  not  accept  and  render 
obedience  thereto.  PURE  INTELLIGENCE 
COMPRISES  NOT  ONLY  KNOWLEDGE. 
BUT  ALSO  THE  POWER  TO  APPLY 
THAT  KNOWLEDGE  PROPERLY. 

Nephi.  through  the  power  of  God, 
prophesied  of  our  day  when  he  said.  'And 
the  Gentiles  are  lifted  up  in  the  pride  of 
their  hearts,  and  have  stumbled,  because  of 
the  greatness  of  their  stumbling  block,  that 
they  have  bulit  up  many  churches;  never- 
theless, they  put  down  the  power  miracles 
of  God.  and  preach  up  unto  themselves 
their  own  learning,  that  they  may  get 
gain  and  grind  upon  the  face  of  the  poor. 
And  there  are  many  churches  built  up 
which  cause  envyings  and  strifes  and 
malice.  (3)  " "  And  they  shall  contend 
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one  with  another;  and  their  Priests  shall 
contend  one  with  another,  and  they  shall 
teach  with  their  learning,  and  deny  the 
Holy  Ghost,  which  giveth  utterance  .... 
They  wear  stiff  necks  and  high  heads:  yea, 
and  because  of  pride,  and  wickedness,  and 
abominations,  and  whoredoms,  they  have 
all  gone  astray  save  it  be  a  few,  who  are 
the  humble  followers  of  Christ;  neverthe- 
less they  do  err  because  they  are  taught  by 
the  precepts  of  men."  (4)  Nephi  tells  us 
in  the  next  verse  that  such  individuals 
shall  be  thrust  down  to  hell." 

On  the  other  hand,  a  little  knowledge  is 
also  a  dangerous  thing.  Sometimes  new 
converts  of  the  church  have  such  a  strong 
testimony  of  the  truthfulness  of  the  gospel 
as  it  has  been  taught  to  them,  that  they 
become  over  zealous  and  try  to  do  too 
much.  I  know  from  personal  experience 
that  many  of  us  as  missionaries  come  to 
the  mission  field  with  the  idea  of  planting 
a  banner  on  every  hill.  Such  an  attitude 
inevitably  terminates  with  a  bumped  head. 
It  sometimes  takes  such  a  thing  to  make  us 
realize  that  we  didn't  know  as  much  as  we 
thought  we  did.  '  We  slip  down  into  a  little 
lower,  more  steady  gear,  and  find  that  by 
doing  so  more  can  be  accomplished  and  a 
little  more  safely.  We  must  be  humble  in 
our  study  of  the  gospel.  We  must  be 
brought  to  realize  that  little  knowledge  we 
have,  as  compared  to  our  Father,  and  try 
to  improve  upon  it  with  the  right  attitude, 
praying  for  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

One  of  my  favourite  passages  from  the 
Book  of  Mormon  is  taken  from  the  ex- 
hortion  of  Alma  to  his  son  Heleman.  "O, 
remember,  my  son,  and  learn  wisdom  in 
thy  youth;  yea,  learn  in  thy  youth  to  keep 
the  commandments  of  God.  (5). 

Because  most  learned  men  become  puffed 
up  because  of  their  learning,  it  does  not 
mean  that  we  should  strive  to  stay  as 
ignorant  as  possible,  thinking  that  it  will 
keep  us  humble.  The  truth  is  just  oppo- 
site. The  key  to  intelligence  is  given  by 
Nephi.  "But  to  be  learned  is  good,  IF 
THEY  HEARKEN  UNTO  THE  COUN- 
SELS OF  GOD.  (6). 

We  will  not  take  any  precious  earthly 
things  with  us  into  the  next  life,  but  there 
is  one  thing  that  we  will  take,  and  that  is 
our  knowledge.  The  Prophet  Joseph  Smith 
realize  this  and  encouraged  those  under  his 
influence  to  seek  for  truths.  In  December 
of   1832   he   started   what   was   called  the 


"School  of  the  Prophets."  Classes  were 
held  in  the  upper  storey  of  Newel  K. 
Whitney's  store.  At  this  school  Joseph 
Smith  introduced  such  statements  as,  "The 
Glory  of  God  is  Intelligence,  You  cannot 
be  saved  in  ignorance,  and  a  man  is  saved 
no  faster  than  he  gains  knowledge."  Those 
attending  the  school  were  required  to  keep 
fully  the  commandments  of  God  so  that  the 
Holy  Ghost  might  edify  them.  The  "School 
of  the  Prophets"  was  the  first  organized 
school  for  adult  education  in  America. 

The  church,  since  its  beginning  in  1830 
has  encouraged  education  with  the  claim 
that  all  truth  comes  from  God.  This  does 
not  necessarily  point  only  to  religious 
truths  but  scientific  and  other  fields  as 
well.  Many  of  our  composers,  poets,  doc- 
tors and  other  great  men  of  the  world 
were  inspired  by  God.  While  the  Saints 
were  crossing  the  plains,  the  importance 
of  schooling  was  not  forgotten,  and  at  every 
available  opportunity  the  three  R's  were 
taught  to  the  children.  When  they  were 
settled  in  Utah  much  of  their  attention  was 
focused  on  education  and  many  schools 
were  constructed.  The  first  University 
west  of  the  Mississippi  was  founded  by  the 
church.  Dr.  Thorndike  (non-member)  of 
Columbia  University,  at  request  of 
Carnegie  Foundation  for  Educational  Ad- 
vancement found  from  the  publications 
"Who's  who  in  American  Men  .of  Science," 
that  Utah  had  produced  a  far  greater 
number  of  men  of  scientific  achievement 
than  any  other  state  in  U.S.A.  according  to 
its  per  capita  population.  Next  state  to 
Utah  was  30%  less.  We  can  see  by  the 
fruits  the  advancement  that  has  been 
made. 

We  believe  in  being  honest,  true,  chaste, 
benevolent,  virtuous,  and  in  doing  good  to 
all  men :  indeed  we  may  say  that  we 
follow  the  admonition  of  Paul — We  believe 
all  things,  we  hope  all  things,  wt  have  en- 
dured many  things,  and  hope  to  be  able  to 
endure  all  things.  If  there  is  anything 
virtuous  lovely,  or  of  good  report  or  praise- 
worthy, we  seek  after  these  things. — Joseph 
Smith. 

1.  Isaiah  29:    11-12. 

2.  II  Nephi  9:28. 

3.  11  Nephi  26:20. 

4.  II  Nephi  28:  4.  14. 

5.  Alma  37:35 

6  II  Nephi  9:29. 
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UNITY 


By    Keith    Hubert 


There  is  no  truer  saying  than  the  old 
saying  "Unity  is  Strength."  We  all  know 
how  easy  it  is  to  break  a  single  match  in 
ones  fingers,  but  it  is  quite  a  different  story 
when  we  try  to  break  30  or  so  matches  tied 
together  as  one.  And  so  it  is  with  our 
church,  the  more  we  are  united  or  as  one 
in  thought,  purpose  and  in  practise,  the 
stronger  we  will  be,  and  the  faster  will  we 
gain  the  knowledge  which  is  essential  for 
our  salvation. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  Church,  God 
was  indeed  patient  with  those  who  had 
covenanted  with  Him.  The  Bible  repeatedly 
tells  us  of  Israel's  impervious  attitude 
towards  God.  and  their  many  failings.  In 
these  the  latter-days  we  are  trying  to  build 
His  Kingdom, here  on  earth,  we  will  have 
to  be  united  spiritually  and  in  our  every 
day  living.  We  must  have  the  unity,  the 
oneness  that  Christ  speaks  of  to  His  Father. 
The  Saviour  was  praying  for  his  Apostles 
and  all  believers  when  he  said :  "That 
they  all  may  be  one;  as  thou,  Father,  art 
in  me,  and  I  in  thee,  that  they  also  may  be 


one  in  us:  that  the  world  may  believe  that 
thou  has  sent  me.  And  the  glory  which 
thou  gavest  me.  I  have  given  them;  that 
they  may  be  one,  even  if  we  are  one:  I 
in  them,  and  thou  in  me,  that  they  may 
be  made  perfect  in  one;  and  that  the  world 
may  know  that  thou  hast  sent  me,  and  hast 
loved  them,  as  thou  hast  loved  me. 

We  can  safely  say  that  unity  is  the  very 
backbone  of  our  church  for  without  it  we 
would  accomplish  nothing.  The  Lord 
himself  in  a  Latter-Day  Revelation  to 
Joseph  Smith  said;  "Except  ye  are  one  ye 
are  not  mine,"  He  also  instructed  his 
disciples  when  he  was  here  on  earth  that 
they  must  be  as  one  or  in  other  words 
united  in  thought,  word  and  deed.  I  would 
now  like  to  quote  President  J.  Reuben 
Clark  of  the  First  Presidency.  This  is  a 
small  part  of  the  address  he  delivered  at 
the  October  Conference  in  1943.  "If  I  am 
not  one  with  President  Grant,  if  I  as  his 
counsellor  do  not  hearken  to  what  he  says; 
if  I  do  not  follow  along  the  lines  he 
directs;  if  I  do  not  lend  him  every  assis- 
tance and  every  aid  which  it  is  possible 
for  me  to  give,  I  am  not  one  with  him,  and 
I  am  not  then  among  those  whom  the  Lord 
calls  "mine". 

May  we  all  unite  our  efforts  so  that  we 
may  establish  the  Kingdom  of  God  on  the 
Earth  is  my  earnest  Prayer.  Amen. 


STATISTICS  - 


BIRTHS 

GAIL  PERRY,  daughter,  was  born  to  Walter 
and  Norma  Ninow  Perry  on  the  22nd  Febru- 
ary,  1953.  at  Johannesburg. 

PATRICIA  ANN  KOZAK,  daughter,  was  born 
to  James  and  Olga  Knudsen  Kozak  on  the  8th 
January,   1953  at  Port  Elizabeth. 

ELLEN  LORRAINE  ANDERSON,  daughter, 
was  born  to  Rudolph  and  Frances  Doller 
Anderson  on  the  1st  March,  1953  at  Port 
Elizabeth. 

BLESSINGS 

RENEE  OOSTHUIZEN,  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Julia  Vigus  Oosthuizen  was  blessed  on  the 
3rd  February.  1953  by  Elder  Don  W.  Manning 
at  Groote  Schuur  Hospital,   Cape  Town. 

BEVERLEY  ANNE  FROST,  daughter  of  Henry 
and  June  Maritz  Frost  was  blessed  on  the 
1st  March,  1953  by  Elder  R.  Glen  Sherwood 
at  Bulawayo. 

MEGAN  WINNIFRED  JONES,  daughter  of 
Matthew  and  Joyce  Cooksley  Jones  was 
blessed  on  the  1st  March,  1953  by  Elder  R. 
Glen  Sherwood,  at  Bulawa:  o. 

LIONEL  ALBERT  CHAMBERLAIN,  son  of 
Albert    and    Mavis    Doller    Chamberlain    was 


blessed  on  the  1st  March,  1953  by  Clarence  R. 

Doller   at   Port  Elizabeth. 
ELLEN    LORRAINE    ANDERSON,    daughter    of 

Rudolph    and    Frances    Doller    Anderson    was 

blessed  on  the  8th  March,   1953  by  Ernest  H. 

Doller  at  Port  Elizabeth. 
WILHELMINA    MARIA    PRETOR1US,   daughter 

of  John   and   Elizabeth   Burger   Pretorius   was 

blessed   on  the   11th   March,    1953   by   Izak   C. 

Louw  at  Springs. 
RICHARD  THOMAS  PRETORIUS,  son  of  John 

and    Elizabeth    Burger    Pretorius    was   blessed 

on  the  11th  March,  1953  by  Izak  C.  Louw  at 

Springs. 

JOHN  CECIL  RHYNES,  son  of  Douglas  and 
Olive  Clouston  Rhynes  was  b'.essed  on  the 
22nd  March,  1953  by  President  Evan  P. 
Wright  at  Ramah. 

CATHERINE  OLIVE  RHYNES,  daughter  of 
Douglas  and  Olive  Clouston  Rhynes  was 
blessed  on  the  22nd  March.  1953  by  Izak  C. 
Louw  at  Ramah. 

SHIRLEY  ANNE  RHYNES,  daughter  of  Douglas 
and  Olive  Clouston  Rhynes  was  blessed  on 
the  22nd  March,  1953  by  Norman  G  Muir  at 
Ramah. 

ROLA.VD  JOHN  LOMBARD,  son  of  James  and 
Edith   Swansen  Lombard   was   blessed  on  the 
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22nd  March.  1953  by  Elder  W.  E.  Barry  Mayo 
at  Cumorah. 

BAPTISMS 

MAX   GAIL   SMITH,   son    of   Cornelius   A.    and 
Johanna  Pieterse  Smith,  was  baptised  on  the 
14th  of  March,   1953   by  Elder  Orval   J.   Birks 
and    confirmed    on    the    15th    March    1953    by 
Elder  Lowell  D.   Wood,  at  Durban 
NORMAN  WYNNE  SMITH,  son  of  Cornelius  A. 
and  Johanna  Pieterse  Smith,  was  baptised  on 
the   14th   March,   1953   by   Cornelius  A.   Smith 
and    confirmed    on    the    15th    March,    1953    by 
Cornelius  A.  Smith  at  Durban. 
ADELAIDE    VIOLET    (GIFFORD)   CHARLTON, 
was  baptised  on  the  22nd  March,  1953  by  Elder 
Michael  J.   Clark  and  confirmed  on  the  same 
day  by  Elder  Daniel  A.  Bundy,  at  Springs. 
THOMAS  GEORGE  CHARLTON,  was  baptised 
on  the  22nd  March,  1953  by  Elder  Michael  J. 
Clarke    and    confirmed    on    the    same    day    by 
Elder  Charles  M.  Sessions,  at  Springs. 
YVONNE   OLIVE   PIETERSE,   was   baptised  on 
the  22nd  March,   1953   by  Elder  M.  G.  Stock- 
dale  and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by  Elder 
Michael  J.  Clarke,  at  Ramah. 
FRANK   MILLAN   STARK,   son   of   Robert  and 
Mary  Millan  Stark  was  baptised  on  the  22nd 
March,    1953    by    Hans    Rohde    and    confirmed 
on  the  same  day  by  George  C.  Canter  Snr.  at 
Ramah. 
MARIA  PETRONELLA  NELL   WALLACE,  was 
baptised    on    the    15th    March,    1953    by    Elder 
Michael  J.  Clarke  and  confirmed  on  the  same 
day  by  Frank  M.  Donly,  at  Ramah. 
GLORIA     LESLIE     WALLACE,     daughter     of 
William  and  Maria  Nell  Wallace,  was  baptised 
on  the  15th  March,  1953  by  Elder  Michael  J. 
Clarke    and    confirmed    on    the    same    day   by 
Norman  G.   Muir,  at  Ramah. 
OLIVE    ELIZABETH    WALLACE,    daughter    of 
William    and    Maria    Nell    Wallace,    was    bap- 
tised on  the   15   March,   1953   by  Elder  M.  B. 
Hansen   and   confirmed   on   the   same   day   by 
Elder   Michael   J.    Clarke,   at   Ramah. 
NORMAN    JAMES    CALTEAUX,    was    baptised 
on  the  8th  March,   1953   by  Elder  Michael  J. 
Clarke   and    confirmed    on    the    same   day    by 
Elder  George  B.   Everton,  at  Ramah. 
ROSE    HELEN    (MUNNICH)    CALTEAUX,    was 
baptised    on    the    8th    March,    1953    by    Elder 
Michael  J.  Clarke  and  confirmed  on  the  same 
day  by  Elder  George  B.  Everton,  at  Ramah. 
HELEN        FLORENCE         (LEWIS-WILLIAMS) 
MUNNICH,  was  baptised  on  the  8th  of  March, 
1953    by    Elder    Michael    J.    Clarke,    and    con- 
firmed on  the  same  day  by  Elder  George  B. 
Everton,  at  Ramah. 
MARGARET   CECELIA    DYASON,   daughter   of 
Joseph  and  Hilda  Swart  Dyason,  was  baptised 
on    the    22nd    March,    1953    by    Elder    W.    E. 
Barry  Mayo  and  confirmed  on  the  same  day 
by  Alvin  F.  Park,  at  Cumorah. 
CORNELIA    JOHANNA    NELL    GELDENHUYS, 
was    baptised    on    the    22nd    March,    1953    by 
Elder  Donald  M.   Cole  and  confirmed  on  the 
same  day  by  Elder  Jack  E.  Dahl,  at  Cumorah. 
EDITH    SWANSON    LOMBARD,    was    baptised 
on   the   22nd    March,    1953    by   Elder   Jack    E. 
Dahl  and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by  Elder 
Donald  M.   Cole,  at  Cumorah. 
DOUGLAS  RHYNES,  was  baptised  on  the  22nd 
March,    1953   by   Elder   Duane  J.   Burtenshaw 


and    confirmed    on    the    same    day    by    Elder 
Gordon  Dee  Cooper,  at  Ramah. 

OLIVE  NATALIE  CLOUSTON  RHYNES  was 
baptised  on  the  22nd  March,  1953  by  Elder 
Duana  H.  Burtenshaw  and  confirmed  on  the 
same  day  by  Elder  Gordon  Dee  Cooper,  at 
Ramah. 

ORDINATIONS 

LEONARD  JOHN  GRIFFITH,  was  ordained  a 
Teacher  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood,  on  Febru- 
ary 22nd.  1953  by  Elder  Richard  Madsen  at 
Port  Elizabeth. 

MARRIAGES 

CHRISTIAN  JACOBUS  FOUCHE  JR.  was 
married  to  Wilhelmina  Catherine  De  Bruis  on 
the  8th  December,  1952  at  Roodepoort  North 
Transvaal. 


TRANSFERS         —         — 

ELDER  RICHARD  D.  SAMPSON  was 
transferred  from  Bulawayo,  Southern 
Rhodesia,  to  Springs,  Transvaal  on 
March  1,  1953  to  labour  with  Elder  Ladell 
R.  Bullock. 

ELDER  JERRALD  W.  WARNER  was 
transferred  from  Gwelo,  Southern  Rho- 
desia, to  Bulawayo,  Southern  Rhodesia, 
on  March  1,  1953,  to  labour  with  Elder 
R.  Glen  Sherwood. 

ELDER  DANIEL  A.  BUNDY  was  trans- 
ferred from  Gwelo  Southern  Rhodesia,  to 
Benoni,  Transvaal  on  March  1,  1953  to 
labour  with  Elder  Charles  M.  Sessions. 

ELDER  CHARLES  E.  MERCER  was  trans- 
ferred from  Bloemfontein,  Orange  Free 
State,  to  the  Transvaal  District  on  March 
15,  1953  to  labour  with  Elder  Bundy. 

ELDER  GRANT  E.  OLSEN  was  trans- 
ferred from  Benoni,  Transvaal  to  Bloem- 
fontein, Orange  Free  State,  on  March  15, 
1953  to  labour  with  Elder  Ronald  B. 
Clark. 

ELDER  BYRON  Y.  LOW  was  transferred 
from  East  Tendon,  Cape  Province,  to 
Durban,  Natal,  on  March  29,  1953  to 
labour  with  Elder  Orval  J.  Birks. 

ELDER  DALE  L.  PRINCE  was  transferred 
from  Durban,  Natal,  to  Gwelo,  Southern 
Rhodesia,  on  March  30.  1953  to  labour 
with  Elder  Jerrald  W.  Warner. 

ELDER  CHARLES  M.  SESSIONS  was 
transferred  from  Benoni,  Transvaal,  to 
Southern  Suburbs,  Transvaal  District,  to 
labour  with  Elder  Duane  H.  Burtenshaw. 

~^ 

APPOINTMENTS 
SISTER    SIGNE    SMITH,    was    appointed 
Mission    Recorder    and    Supervisor    of 
Sunday  Schools  and  M.  I.  A.s  on  the  13th 
of  January,  1953. 
SISTER    ALMA    S.    SCHROEDER,    was 
(Continued  on  page  57) 
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William    Wood,    Jnr. 

Almost  everybody  living  on  this  earth 
of  sound  mental  standings  asks  ques- 
tions similar  to  these  at  some  period  in 
their  lives.  Is  there  a  God?  If  so,  what 
kind  or  a  God?  And  how  must  we  con- 
duct our  lives  towards  God  that  we  may 
know  what  is  the  purpose  of  Life? 

More  than  sixty  years  ago  great  men 
in  their  respective  fields  held  the  belief 
that  everything  in  nature  could  be  ex- 
plained through  a  Knowledge  of  Matter, 
Forces  and  Energy.  These  men  excelled 
in  their  professions,  but  had  given  up 
man's  age-old  belief  that  the  universe 
and  all  in  it  are  over-shadowed  by  a 
greater  power,  whom  we  call  God.  They 
no  longer  had  faith  in  God.  To  them 
there  was  no  God. 

This  represented  a  time  when  Mate- 
rialism ruled  the  minds  of  many  learned 
men.  It  was  not  or  could  not  be  a 
happy  period  for  some,  because  it  left 
existence  without  any  purpose  or  plan. 

But  this  scientific  study  has  not  been 
able  to  hold  its  own,  but  has  gradually 
faded  away,  as  years  have  passed.  It 
has  not  sufficiently  satisfied  the  desires 
of  mankind.  Man  has  been  glad  to 
return  to  the  simple  belief  that  there  is 
a  God  who  reigns  in  the  heavens  and 
on  the  earth.  There  are  now  very  few 
men  of  learning  who  refuse  to  accept 
the  existence  of  God.  Their  very  method 
of  reasoning  tells  them  that  there  must 
be  a  Supreme  Power.  If  not,  where 
could  all  these  Creations  have  come 
from?  The  sun,  moon,  stars,  this  world, 
the  universe  and  all  that  is  in  it. 

Each  human  existence  cannot  be  just 
another  candle  flame,  whose  light  goes 
out,  never  to  burn  again  when  we  die. 
There  is  definitely  a  meaning  for  life 
itself.    I  do  not  believe  that  the  forming 


of  this  Universe,  our  present  existence, 
plus  many  other  things  which  we  don't 
fully  understand,  just  happened  by 
mere  accident.  There  must  have  been 
a  divine  power,  a  divine  being  behind 
all  this,  for  if  there  was  no  God  then 
everything  just  could  not  be,  because 
where  something  is  produced,  there 
must  be  a  maker  or  creator. 

I  think  that  one  of  the  greatest  proofs 
in  this  day  and  age  that  there  is  a  God 
is  that  he  has  shown  us  His  will  by 
restoring  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  to 
the  earth.  Our  Saviour,  who  is  the  Only 
Begotten  Son  of  God,  has  laid  down  a 
plan  whereby  if  we  live  in  accordance 
with  it,  we  will  reach  eternal  salvation 
and  exhaltation  in  the  kingdom  of  God. 

We  know  that  Jesus  Christ  instituted 
his  Gospel  on  this  earth  while  he 
reigned  personally  on  it,  but  after  He 
was  crucified  it  was  not  long  before  this 
organization  was  corrupted.  Men  per- 
verted the  way  of  the  true  and  simple 
teachings  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and 
thus  there  was  a  universal  apostasy.  But 
God  has  seen  fit  in  this  dispensation  of 
the  Fulness  of  Times  to  restore  to  this 
earth  once  more  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  in  its  Fulness,  never  to  be  taken 
again  from  the  earth.  And  this  he 
brought  forth  through  the  Prophet 
Joseph  Smith,  then  a  humble  young  boy. 

If  we  take  this  organization  which  has 
come  forth,  and  compare  it  with  the 
teachings  of  Jesus  Christ  as  they  appear 
in  the  Bible,  we  will  see  that  they  are 
alike.  Of  course,  there  are  contributions 
which  the  restored  Church  has  added 
which  were  necessary  for  the  changes 
of  time,  such  as  revealed  scripture,  new 
revelations,  and  so  on.  We  have  received 
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the  Book  of  Mormon,  which  tells  of  a 
great  nation  on  the  American  continent 
of  former  dispensations  and  which  also 
testifies  that  Christ  is  the  redeemer  of 
all  mankind,  and  which  agrees  with  the 
scriptures  of  the  Jewish  people  as  found 
in  the  Bible.  We  also  read  therein  about 
the  visit  of  Jesus  Christ  to  the  Ameri- 
can continent  after  his  death  and  resur- 
rection amongst  the  Jews. 

If  one  reads  the  Book  of  Mormon  one 
can  see  it  could  not  have  possibly  been 
written  by  any  unlearned  man,  or  by 
any  ordinary  man  for  that  matter,  be- 
cause it  is  a  Book  divinely  inspired  of 
God,  and  to  read  it  brings  a  joy  within 
the  soul  which  is  inexplicable.  It  also 
gives  one  a  testimony  of  the  truthful- 
ness of  it,  but  of  course  that  is  depen- 
dent upon  whether  one  is  earnestly 
seeking  the  Truth. 

God  the  Father  and  His  Son  Jesus 
Christ  have  appeared  personally  on  this 
earth  and  have  spoken  to  the  Prophet 
Joseph  Smith.  Joseph  was  a  young  lad 
of  fourteen  years  and  was  still  working 
on  his  father's  farm  in  Palmyra,  New 
York,  in  the  early  spring  of  1820.  He 
was  told  that  none  of  the  sects  or  creeds 
of  that  day  were  right  and  that  he  was 
to  join  none  of  them.  This  appearance 
was  the  result  of  Joseph's  humble  prayer 
to  the  Lord  inquiring  which  of  the 
churches  of  his  day  were  right.  Three 
years  later  Joseph  was  told  that  he  was 
to  be  the  means  whereby  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  would  be  restored,  and  also 
he  would  be  given  the  opportunity  of 
bringing  forth  an  ancient  record  of  the 
people  who  formerly  inhabited  this  con- 
tinent, and  this  was  revealed  unto  him 
by  an  angel,  who  was  called  Moroni,  a 
former  inhabitant  of  that  continent. 

My  brothers  and  sisters,  how  can  we 
doubt  that  God  lives,  and  that  Jesus 
Christ  is  the  Redeemer  of  this  world, 
when  all  this  added  knowledge  of  the 
scriptures  and  perfect  organization  has 
come  forth  through  the  instrumentality 
of  an  unlearned  man,  for  the  salvation 
of  all  mankind.  Some  say  that  we  need 
no  more  knowledge  than  that  contained 
in  the  Bible,  but  do  we  realize  how  many 
different  confused  interpretations  of  the 
scriptures  we  have  in  the  world  to-day. 
Over  six  hundred  different  churches  on 
the  earth  today  confirms  this  statement 
clearly. 

Of  course  we  should  not  always  be 


looking  for  concrete  proof  that  there  is 
a  Supreme  Being  or  God,  but  we  should 
rely  on  faith  or  the  inner  consciousness 
of  His  presence,  but  if  we  will  be  reason- 
able and  just,  not  closing  our  ears  to 
that  which  we  think  is  impossible  or  too 
supernatural  to  be  true,  but  study  these 
truths  with  all  sincerity,  we  will  know 
for  ourselves  that  they  are  of  God. 

There  is  also  the  witness  and  testi- 
mony pertaining  to  the  evidence  of  God 
and  that  is  to  do  the  will  of  God.  Live 
His  commandments  and  then  we  will 
know  if  these  things  are  true  or  not. 
It  is  only  by  the  revelation  of  the  Spirit 
that  we  can  know  the  things  of  our 
Heavenly  Father.  We  know  that  there 
are  cities  such  as  London,  Paris  and  New 
York,  and  although  we  have  not  seen 
them  we  believe  they  exist  because 
others  have  told  us  so;  and  we  also 
believe  that  the  world  is  round,  and  we 
believe  many  other  scientific  facts  that 
we  cannot  prove  for  ourselves,  but  we 
accept  the  word  of  those  who  have 
established  the  truth  to  these  things,  so 
then  why  can  some  people  disbelieve 
and  not  have  faith  in  our  Father  in 
Heaven  when  they  can  learn  from  the 
scriptures  about  Him  and  these  have 
been  written  by  men  who  have  seen 
and  communicated  with  God. 

I  should  like  to  refer  to  the  Doctrine 
and  Covenants,  Section  93,  verses  1  and 
2:  "Verily,  thus  saith  the  Lord:  It  shall 
come  to  pass  that  every  soul  who  for- 
sake th  his  sins  and  cometh  unto  me, 
and  calleth  on  my  name,  and  heareth 
my  voice  and  keepeth  my  command- 
ments, shall  see  my  face  and  know  that 
I  am.  And  that  I  am  the  true  light 
that  lighteth  every  man  that  cometh 
into  the  world. 


appointed    Mission    President's    private 
secretary  on  January  28th,  1953. 
ARRIVALS 

ELDER  LEMOYNE  CALDWELL  from 
Cardston,  Alberta,  Canada  arrived 
aboard  the  "Pretoria  Castle"  on  March 
12,  1953.  He  has  been  assigned  to  labour 
with  Elder  R.  Glen  Sherwood,  in  Bula- 
wayo,  Southern  Rhodesia. 

ELDER  ELWOOD  VEST  EDDY  from  Roy. 
Utah,  U.S.A.  arrived  aboard  the  "Pretoria 
Castle"  on  March  12th.  1953.  He  has  been 
assigned  to  labour  with  Elder  Wayne  J. 
Mendenhall  in  East  London,  C.P. 
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A    PECULIAR    PEOPLE 


Elder  Bullock 


But  ye  are  a  chosen  generation,  a 
royal  priesthood,  an  holy  nation,  A 
PECULIAR  PEOPLE,  that  ye  should 
show  forth  the  praises  of  Him  who  has 
called  you  out  of  darkness  into  the 
marvelous  light.  (1  Peter  2:9.) 

Members  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-Day  Saints  have  been 
and  still  are  called  a  peculiar  people  by 
the  rest  of  the  world.  What  has  caused 
the  rest  of  the  world  to  attach  this  dis- 
tinguishing characteristic  to  us?  How 
are  we  peculiar?  How  are  we  different 
from  the  rest  of  the  world?  Is  it  the 
way  we  dress,  or  the  way  we  walk  or 
eat  or  talk?  I  think  not.  If  a  "Mormon 
was  to  pass  you  on  a  crowded  street,  I 
doubt  if  you  would  know  it.  He  is 
dressed  the  same  as  anyone  else,  he 
walks  and  looks  the  same  as  the  other 
people  on  the  street.  Generally  speak- 
ing he  appears  to  be  the  same  in  all 
outward  appearances,  but  if  you  were 
to  become  acquainted  with  him,  and 
associate  with  him  for  a  little  while,  you 
would  soon  notice  that  there  is  some- 
thing strangely  different  about  him, 
compared  with  your  other  friends. 

What  is  different  about  him?  First 
you  would  notice  a  few  outward  pecu- 
liarities. While  all  his  friends  are 
smoking,  which  is  the  accepted  thing  of 
the  world,  he  does  not  indulge  in  this 
expensive  and  injurious  habit.  While 
other  men's  conversation  is  punctuated 
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Eider  LaDell  Bullock 


with  profanity,  oaths  and  curses,  never 
a  vile  word  escapes  his  lips.  He  does 
not  drink  tea,  coffee  or  alcohol,  and  he 
does  not  engage  in  the  common  prac- 
tice of  telling  "smutty"  stories.  He  does 
not  talk  about  his  fellow  workers  or 
friends,  except  to  give  them  due  praise. 
His  association  and  conduct  with  his 
fellow  men  are  beyond  reproach.  These 
are  a  few  of  the  peculiar  characteristics 
you  would  find  in  a  true  Latter-pay 
Saint.  Yes  it  is  true  what  the  world 
has  said,  "these  Mormons  are  a  peculiar 
people." 

What  causes  these  differences,  what 
makes  them  peculiar?  It  is  the  gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ.  When  the  gospel  of 
Christ  is  applied  into  the  lives  of  men 
and  women,  it  makes  them  different 
from  their  neighbours.  This  has  always 
been  the  case,  for  as  you  read  the  his- 
tory of  God's  children,  from  the  days  of 
the  creation  to  the  last  recorded  records 
of  Christ's  apostles  in  the  Bible,  and 
of  the  histories  of  the  Jaradite  and 
Nephite  nations  in  the  Book  of 
Mormon,  we  find  that  the  followers  of 
God's  true  church  have  always  been 
classed  a  peculiar  people.  The  Apostle 
Peter  tells  the  people  in  his  day  in  his 
general  epistle  to  the  churches,  that 
they  are  peculiar  because  of  their  ac- 
ceptance of  the  church  of  Christ. 

We  are  peculiar  because  the  people  of 
the  world  are  following,  and  seeking 
after  worldly  pleasures  and  riches,  while 
we  are  striving  to  follow  the  teachings 
of  Christ,  through  his  authorized  organ- 
ization here  on  earth.  Yes  ,we  are  dif- 
ferent because  we  have  a  testimony,  a 
sure  knowledge  of  the  divine  mission 
of  Jesus  Christ.  We  have  had  many 
precious  truths,  the  authority  to  per- 
form the  saving  principles  of  the  gospel 
and  many  other  things  restored  to  us 
and  the  world,  through  the  Prophet 
Joseph  Smith.  We  have  a  clear  under- 
standing of  the  purpose  of  life,  why  we 
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are  here,  and  where  we  are  going.  We 
know  that  Christ  directs  his  church 
here  upon  the  earth  today  as  he  has 
always  done  in  the  times  passed, 
through  his  appointed  servants.  We 
know  that  God  is  a  personal  God,  who 
hears  and  answers  prayers.  He  is 
literally  our  Father  in  Heaven,  and  all 
men  are  brothers.  These  are  a  few  of 
many  eternal  truths  that  we  possess, 
that  the  rest  of  the  world  does  not  know 
about  or  understand. 

How  can  we  help  but  be  different  with 
truths  such  as  these.  The  world  is 
facing  a  critical  period  of  history, 
selfishness  and  greed  are  tearing  it 
apart.  The  devil  is  riding  high,  and 
shouting  in  satanic  glee  at  the  utter 
foolishness  displayed  in  all  levels  and 
grades  and  ranks  of  human  society.  We 
want  to  be  different  from  the  rest  of 
the  world.  Our  salvation  is  at  stake. 
And  the  stakes  are  high.  We,  the 
Latter-Day  Saints,  can  afford  to  be  a 
peculiar  people. 

It  is  sad  to  say,  however,  that  many 
members  of  the  church,  make  the 
statements  like  this.  "Well  that  may 
be  true,  but  I  don't  want  to  be  different 
from  other  people.  I  want  to  be  like 
other  people.  Why  can't  we  be  like 
others?  It's  so  much  easier  then  to  go 
through  life."  But  we  can't  help  it  if 
we  are  different  —  we  are  different  in 
righteousness,  in  virtue,  in  the  teachings 
of  the  eternal  gospel.  We  are  different. 
We  cannot  escape  it.  If  our  testimonies 
are  strong  and  true  we  know  that  we 
cannot.be  like  other  people,  unless  they, 
too,  accept  the  truths  as  we  possess 
them. 

Now  is  the  time  to  ask  ourselves  the 
big  question.  Am  I  different?  Am  I 
living  the  principles  of  the  gospel  as  I 
know  they  should  be  lived?  Does  the 
gospel  in  my  life  radiate  that  something 
that  people  call  peculiar,  or  am  I  like 
a  river  and  follow  the  path  of  least 
resistance?  Do  I  drift  with  the  crowd 
because  I  haven't  the  courage  to  stand 
up  for  the  teachings  I  know  to  be  true? 
Can  I  measure  up  to  a  true  Latter-Day 
Saint? 

Remember  we  made  a  covenant  with 
the  Lord  at  the  waters  of  baptism.  Is 
your    word    good    to    your    Father    in 


heaven?  If  you  are  not  striving  to  obey 
those  teachings  which  you  accepted  at 
baptism,  you  have  broken  your  word 
with  God.  You  are  a  traitor.  You  are 
all  probably  aware  of  what  happens  to 
a  traitor  in  a  military  organization,  so 
do  you  think  God  is  pleased  with  a 
traitor  in  his  organization?  I  think  not. 
Let's  not  be  afraid  to  live  up  to  the 
teachings  which  we  know  to  be  true  no 
matter  what  the  rest  of  the  world  may 
think.  That  is  not  to  say  that  we  should 
adopt  a  "holier  than  thou"  attitude,  and 
be  proud  and  haughty,  and  boast  of 
God's  blessings  to  us.  Far  from  it.  The 
gospel  is  for  all  men,  and  God  has  given 
us  the  sacred  charge  to  share  it  with 
all  his  sons  and  daughters.  So  by  living 
our  peculiar  lives  of  love  and  service  we 
should  attract  people  to  the  gospel  of 
Christ. 

We  are  a  peculiar  people,  and  we 
should  be  humble  and  truly  grateful  for 
this  marvelous  and  wonderful  blessing 
which  God  has  granted  unto  us,  "that 
ye  should  show  forth  the  praises  of  Him 
who  has  called  you  out  of  darkness  into 
His  marvelous  light." 
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BELLVILLE  BRANCH 

Branch   President:      Nicolaas  Goosen, 

"Zerin,"  van  Niekerk  Street,  Kingston 

Estate,  Bellville. 

Reported  by  LaVon  Halse 

The   Storey    family   has   returned    from 

their  vacation  at  the  Strand.    Their  beauti- 
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ful  tans  assure  us  that  their  vacation  was 
much  enjoyed. 

On  the  8th  of  March  the  Relief  Society 
sisters  took  charge  of  the  evening  servic" 
and  had  a  very  fine  programme.  We  were 
pleased  that  Sister  Duncan  was  able  to 
attend  and  address  us. 

The  Jakins  family  is  also  on  vacation 
at  Gordons  Bay.  We  sincerely  hope  they 
enjoy  their  rest  and  will  return  to  our 
Branch  refreshed  and  invigorated,  and 
with  improved  health. 

On  the  21st  of  March  a  surprise  party 
was  held  at  the  home  of  Brother  and 
Sister  Goosen.  It  took  a  few  minutes  for 
the  surprised  to  get  over  their  shock  but 
it  wasn't  long  before  the  party  got  into  full 
swing.  Both  mental  and  physical  games 
were  enjoyed  by  all.  Cake,  cool  drinks, 
and  ice-cream  satisfied  our  appetites  and 
left  some  of  us  feeling  quite  uncomfortable 
inside.  Our  Master  of  Ceremonies,  Presi- 
dent Mayo,  then  suggested  that  we  bid 
farewell  to  the  Goosens.  We  departed  our 
several  ways,  but  all  with  one  thought  in 
mind.    "An  evening  well  spent." 

SPRINGS  BRANCH 

Branch  President:   Redford  Futter,  65  8th 
St.  New  Township,  Springs. 
Reported  by  Mavis  E.  Louw 

The  Relief  Society  has  started  with  cake 
sales  again.  Although  some  of  the  sisters 
were  ill,  this  one  still  turned  out  very 
successful.  They  are  to  be  congratulated 
on  their  efforts. 

We  welcome  Elder  Sampson  to  our 
branch,  we  hope  he  will  enjoy  his  labours 
in  our  town. 

The  branch  has  been  fully  organised 
again,  and  things  should  go  with  a  swing. 
After  many  years  of  doing  a  successful 
job  as  a  branch  clerk  Brother  Alex  Wilson 
has  been  succeeded  by  Brother  Ronnie 
Duncan.  Bro.  John  Troskie  has  again  been 
called  to  direct  the  Sunday  School  activi- 
ties. Sister  Nola  Troskie  has  the  responsi- 
bilities of  the  Relief  Society  on  her 
shoulders.  With  the  support  of  some  ex- 
perienced counsellors  these  auxiliaries 
should  make  good  progress  under  the  direc- 
tion of  these  good  folks. 

Sister  Maggie  Futter  our  primary 
mother,  has  gone  on  a  hurried  trip  to 
Robertson  to  see  her  father  who  has  sud- 
denly taken  ill.  We  hope  Sister  Maggie 
finds  her  father  fully  recovered. 

The    Springs    Branch    wishes   to    extend 


MISSION  BUILDING  FUND 

ON  MARCH  25th  THERE  WAS  £1,361. 
3.  4.  ON  DEPOSIT  WITH  THE  JOHAN- 
NESBURG BUILDING  SOCIETY  IN  THE 
MISSION  BUILDING  FUND  ACCOUNT. 
WE  WISH  TO  THANK  ALL  THOSE  WHO 
HAVE  SUPPORTED  THE  FUND  AND 
ENCOURAGE  ALL  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
CHURCH  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA  TO  CON- 
TINUE TO  SUPPORT  IT.  LETS  TRY  TO 
HAVE  £2.500  0.  0.  BEFORE  THE  END  OF 
1953. 


their  congratulations  to  the  first  counselor 
in  the  District  Presidency,  Brother  Johan 
Brummer  and  Sister  Lilian  Pereira  on  their 
engagement  which  they  announced  this 
month.  May  the  Lord  bless  and  guide  them 
in  all  their  righteous  undertakings. 

To  celebrate  their  birthdays  which  both 
fell  in  March,  Noel  Futter  and  Ronnie 
Duncan  invited  the  members  of  the  church 
to  a  swimming  party  at  Daggafontein 
Swimming  bath  on  Saturday  the  14th. 
Although  rain  spoiled  the  wreather  a  fair 
number  of  people  turned  up.  Brother 
Duncan  Brodie  brought  a  car  load  from 
Ramah.  Despite  the  inclement  weather 
we  all  had  a  good  time,  and  cakes, 
savouries,  and  cool  drinks  quickly  vanished 
after  the  swim.  We  hope  these  two  fine 
boys  live  to  enjoy  many  many  more  happy 
years  in  the  service  of  the  Lord.  Records 
depicting  the  Vision   were  also  played. 

District  President  I.  C.  Louw  blessed  the 
two  children  of  Bro.  and  Sister  J.  Pretorius. 
They  were  named  Richard  Thomas  and 
Welmina  Maria. 

We  are  very  happy  to  welcome  as  mem- 
bers of  our  branch  Bro.  and  Sister  Charlton 
and  Sister  Shirley  Beveridge,  who  were 
baptised  on  the  afternoon  of  District 
conference.  May  the  Lord  bless  these  fine 
folks  for  their  obedience  to  His  command- 
ments, and  may  their  testimonies  grow- 
stronger  each  day,  that  they  may  influence 
others  by  their  lives,  to  search  out  the 
truths  of  the  Gospel. 

MOWBRAY  BRANCH 

Branch    President:       Daniel    Cherrett,    14 

Serpentine  Road,  Pinelands. 

Reported  by  Beatrice  E.  Smith 

Most  of  our  holiday-makers  have 
returned  to  our  midst  now,  and  we  are 
particularly    glad    to    greet    Sister    Pam 
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Wandc,  Brother  Thos.  Wilson  and  the  Jones 
family  back  to  our  services  .  Those  who 
are  still  away  are  Brother  John  and  Mrs. 
Wilson  and  Sister  Eleanor  Cherrett,  we 
feel  sure  that  they  are  getting  the  full 
benefit  of  an  autumn  vacation. 

We  were  all  very  pleased  to  greet  Sister 
Hilda  Wallace  of  Johannesburg,  who  spent 
a  few  days  with  us  while  she  was  waiting 
to  embark  for  the  United  Kingdom  and 
Canada.  We  hope  to  renew  this  acquain- 
tance when  she  returns  in  the  next  few 
months. 

Another  couple  to  whom  we  were  glad  to 
extend  a  welcome  were  Elder  and  Sister 
Everton  who  have  come  to  South  Africa  on 
a  mission.  We  know  that  they  are  going  to 
like  our  country  and  we  assure  them  our 
friendship  in  the  various  Branches  of  the 
Church  in  this  land. 

Brother  A.  Hubert,  of  Johannesburg,  is 
spending  a  short  holiday  with  Brother  and 
Sister  Hubert  at  Mouille  Point.  We  are 
pleased  to  see  this  old  gentleman  looking 
so  well. 

Sister  Maria  Butt  has  been  suffering 
from  a  severe  attack  of  virus  pneumonia, 
and  we  pray  that  she  will  shortly  be  re- 
stored to  good  health  again. 

Quite  a  number  of  our  community 
helped  at  the  Theatrical  Garden  Party  on 
the  28th  of  February.  President  and  Sister 
Wright  and  a  crowd  of  enthusiastic  helpers 
ran  the  "hot-dog"  kitchen.  Others  were 
employed  at  other  jobs  in  the  grounds  of 
De  Waal  Park.  Unfortunately,  the  "Cape- 
Doctor"  blew  all  day.  We  feel  that  this 
is  a  splendid  effort,  for  not  only  were  our 
members  working  together  for  the  charit- 
able aims  of  the  Community  Chest,  but 
they  were  coming  in  contact  with  people 
who  only  learn  anything  of  Mormonism  by 
the  way  in  which  our  folks  rally  to  assist 
a  good  cause. 

Sister  Theo  Cherrett  and  Lynnette  have 
both  been  suffering  from  severe  colds,  but 
they  are  now  back  into  circulation  . 

The  evening  service  on  the  1st  of  March, 
was  under  the  direction  of  the  Relief 
Society.  The  theme  "By  love  shall  ye 
serve,"  was  ably  carried  by  the  speakers, 
Sister  Jean  Wright  and  Brother  Hugh 
Helm.  Sisters  Wiid  and  Signe  Smith  each 
recited  a  poem,  and  the  choir  (composed 
entirely  of  women)  rendered  the  items 
"Lead  Kindly  Light"  and  "The  Lord  is  My 
Shepherd".  Sister  Theo  Cherrett  outlined 
the  programme  of  Relief  Society  work  for 


the  year,  and  stressed  the  fact  that  Sisters 
of  all  ages  from  seventeen  up  would  bene- 
fit from  attendance  at  the  R.S.  Meetings. 

One  of  our  happiest  functions  each  year 
is  the  Old  Folk's  Party  and  Dinner.  This 
year's  party  was  no  exception  to  the  rule. 
This  year  the  theme  was  the  Coronation 
and  the  decorations  were  mainly  in  red, 
white  and  blue.  The  party  was  held  on 
the  7th  March,  and  there  were  over  fifty 
guests  present.  We  were  especially 
delighted  that  Sister  Clara  Daniels  was 
able  to  be  with  us  on  this  occasion,  and 
also  that  President  and  Sister  Wright  were 
among  the  gathering.  Brother  Sam  Rayner 
was  our  toast-master.  After  dinner 
Brother  Jones  showed  us  a  selection  from 
the  films  that  he  has  taken  in  Africa.  We 
have  to  thank  all  of  those  who  made  this 
function  so  enjoyable,  especially  Sisters 
Agnes  Hubert,  Cynthia  Steen-Neilssen  and 
Amy  Hyland  who  performed  Herculean 
tasks  in  the  kitchen.  We  also  owe  a  debt 
of  gratitude  to  the  young  Sisters  who  acted 
waitresses.  We  feel  that  their  cheerful 
assistance  added  much  to  the  success  of 
this  affair. 

At  our  Officers'  and  Teachers'  Meeting  on 
the  9th,  the  new  office-bearers  of  the 
Branch  were  set  apart  in  their  callings  for 
the  year.  We  feel  that  they  are  all  blessed 
with  the  desire  to  make  this  a  glorious  year 
in  the  work  of  the  Lord. 

Brother  George  Bibb  is  at  present  on 
transfer  at  Swellendam.  We  miss  him  at 
"Cumorah",  and  hope  that  he  is  making 
good  friends  up  the  line. 

Barbara  Steen-Neilssen  has  been  in  the 
hospital,  but  is  now  making  good  progress. 
•  Sister  Jean  Wright,  accompanied  by 
Barbara  Jean,  Douglas  and  Evan  J.,  left 
Cape  Town  on  the  10th  for  a  lightning  trip 
of  farewell  through  Southern  Rhodesia. 
President  Wright  remained  at  the  Cape  for 
a  few  days  to  welcome  his  parents,  who 
have  come  over  for  a  short  visit  from  the 
States.  Together  they  travelled  north  to 
join  the  rest  of  the  family.  We  wish  them 
a  very  happy  time  as  they  journey  from 
place  to  place  in  our  country. 

Sister  Vonnie  Ninow  has  been  laid  up 
with  a  nasty  dose  of  pleurisy.  We  trust 
that  she  will  soon  be  strong  enough  to 
join  us  in  all  of  our  activities. 

The  Relief  Society  has  held  the  first 
cake-sale  of  the  season.  Although  this  was 
only  a  very  small  effort  it  showed  that  the 
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Sisters  arc  on  the  ball  as  far  as  activities 
go. 

Good  wishes  go  to  Sister  Leonora  (Zinn) 
Joubert  and  husband,  Janie,  who  have 
become  the  proud  parents  of  a  baby  son. 

President  and  Sister  Duncan  are  visiting 
the  Branches  in  the  Eastern  Province  and 
Natal.  We  look  forward  to  their  return, 
but  know  how  much  joy  our  other  mem- 
bers are  getting  through  meeting  with 
these  fine  people. 

PRETORIA  BRANCH 

Branch   President:      Lionel   Bibb,   282 
Preller  St.  Muckleneuk,  Pretoria. 

The  Pretoria  Relief  Society  has  re- 
opened and  is  trying  out  the  experiment  of 
having  alternate  afternoon  and  evening 
meetings.  We  hope  this  will  enable  all 
members  to  come  out  at  least  twice  a 
month. 

Mr.  Bill  Harvey  was  chosen  to  play  in 
the  Post  Office  Sports  Tournament  held  at 
Port  Elizabeth.  He  has  now  returned 
home  very  proud  of  the  Pretoria  team 
which  won  both  the  bowls  and  the  ladies 
tennis  divisions. 

Sister  Winiford  Cooksley  has  been  hand- 
ing round  holiday  snapshots  of  daughter 
Rona  and  family.  Rona's  husband  is  a  pilot 
on  K.L.M.  Airways,  stationed  at  Holland, 
and  the  family  has  just  been  spending  an 
enjoyable  holiday  in  Rome. 

On  Sunday  22nd  March,  most  of  the 
Pretoria  Branch  went  in  to  Ramah  for 
Conference  meetings,  where  we  had  the 
opportunity  of  hearing  farewell  talks  from 
Pres.  and  Sis.  Wright.  We  also  had  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  President  Wright's 
parents. 

LUANSHYA  BRANCH 

Branch    President :    Douglas   E.    Charsley. 

130  "E"  Avenue,  Luanshya. 

Reported  by  Jeanne  Charsley 

We  are  happy  to  welcome  to  Northern 
Rhodesia  our  new  elders  Kenneth  Lee  and 
Merrill  Hansen.  We  hope  they  will  enjoy 
labouring  in  this  land  of  hot  sun  and  soak- 
ing rain,  but  much  friendliness! 

Elders  Weinheimer  and  Lee  have  been 
fortunate  enough  to  get  accommodation 
at  N'kana  at  last.  We  hope  to  have  another 
branch  there  one  of  these  days. 

Our  Branch  President  Douglas  E. 
Charsley  has  had  his  appendix  removed 
and  is  now  recuperating  in  the  Roan 
Antelope  Hospital. 

Also  on  the  sick  list  are  our  wee  sisters 


Wilhelmina  van  Deventer  and  Mary  Anne 
Fourie,  who  are  both  suffering  from  whoop- 
ing cough.  We  wish  them  all  a  speedy 
recovery. 

Our  heartiest  congratulations  to  Valma 
Marriott  on  doing  so  well  in  the  Northern 
Rhodesian  swimming  championships. 

BLOEMFONTEIN  BRANCH 

Branch    President:       Elder    R.    B.    Clark. 

18  Whites  Road,  Bfn. 

Reported  by  Barbara  Wrench 

The  Relief  Society  held  a  jumble  sale 

at   the   end    of   February    to   swell    funds. 

This  sale   which   was   advertised   for   one 

day  only,  lasted  exactly  a  week  and  proved 

quite  successful. 

The  first  Sunday  in  March  showed  the 
Relief  Society  Sisters  on  their  mettle.  The 
programme  on  Visiting  Teaching  included 
all  members  and  we  greatly  enjoyed  the 
evening. 

During  the  month  we  had  to  say  Fare- 
well to  Elder  Charles  Mercer  who  has  been 
transferred  to  Springs,  and  we  wish  him 
the  best  of  luck  in  his  new  field  of  labour. 
We  are  happy  to  extend  a  hearty  welcome 
to  Elder  Grant  Olson  who  has  come  to 
labour  with  Elder  Clark  and  hope  that  he 
•will  enjoy  his  stay  in  the  Bloemfontein 
Branch. 

Our  Branch  Social  this  month  was  orga- 
nized by  Sister  Gwyn  Daubney.  and  took 
the  form  of  Junior  and  Senior  Treasure 
Hunts.  It  is  the  first  time  that  anything  of 
this  nature  has  been  held  in  the  Branch 
and  proved  most  exciting,  especially  for  the 
children.  Mr.  Desmond  Viljoen  was  the 
winner  of  the  Senior  Section  and  little 
Billy  Grinter  came  first  in  the  Junior. 
Supper  was  served  out  of  doors  and  every- 
one had  a  very  good  time.  News  has  been 
received  that  Sister  Pat  Murphy  and 
Elder  Gail  Young  were  married  in  January 
and  are  now  in  Canada.  Our  very  best 
wishes  go  to  these  young  people. 
EAST  LONDON  BRANCH 
Branch  President:  Elder  Wayne  J. 
Medenhall,  4  Baynes  Street. 
Reported  by  Mona  McCallum 
The  Relief  Society  Sisters  were  in 
charge  of  the  evening  service  on  the  first 
Sunday  in  March.  Very  fine  talks  were 
given  by  Relief  Society  President,  Sister 
Jean  McGill  and  her  First  Counselor, 
Sister  Theo  Booysen.  with  special  mention 
of  Relief  Society  Visitng  Teachng. 

Sister  Maxwell,  of  Salisbury,  was  spend- 
ing a  holiday  at  Kidd's  Beach,  and  we  were 
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very  pleased  to  welcome  her  to  our  Sunday 
School  Meeting,  especially  as  Kidd's  Beach 
is  twenty  miles  away  from  East  London. 

The  high  light  of  the  month  was  a  visit 
from  President  and  Sister  Duncan,  who  had 
much  visiting  to  cram  into  their  brief  so- 
journ. Members  were  pleased  to  make 
their  acquaintance  and  extend  to  them  a 
very  hearty  welcome  to  Sunny  South 
Africa.  The  night  before  their  departure 
we  had  Branch  Conference.  A  night  that 
will  live  forever  among  our  treasured 
memories.  The  fine  talks  given  by  Presi- 
dent and  Sister  Duncan  and  Brother 
Melvin  Jubber,  were  proof  of  the  presence 
of  the  Spirit  of.  the  Lord  in  abundance. 
The  music  seemed  sweeter  than  ever  before 
and  Sister  G.  Randall  gave  her  first  solo 
redendition  of  "Abide  with  me  'tis  Even- 
tide." To  think  that  such  talent  has  been 
kept  hid  for  so  long!  Sister  Duncan  gave 
a  most  impressive  demonstration  of  visual 
aids  at  the  Officer's  and  Teachers  meeting 
held  before  conference.  We  were  sorry 
President  and  Sister  Duncan's  visit  was  so 
brief  and  hurried,  but  they  can  rest  assured 
of  our  faith  and  prayers  on  their  behalf. 
Not  only  will  we  remember  their  words  of 
council  and  advice,  but  we  will  strive  to 
put  them  into  practice. 

Accompanying  President  Duncan  was 
Elder  Elwood  Vest  Eddy,  who  will  now  be 
labouring  in  East  London.  We  are  very 
happy  to  have  him  in  our  midst. 

Elder  Byron  Y.  Low  travelled  with 
President  and  Sister  Duncan  to  Durban. 
We  were  sorry  to  part  with  him  as  his 
stay  has  been  so  short  and  we  had  just 
begun  to  know  him.  He  carries  our  very 
best  wishes  with  him. 

Visiting  East  London  from  Port  Eliza- 
beth, was  Brother  W.  J.  Everton,  whose 
visit  coincided  with  the  Conference.  We 
were  happy  to  welcome  him  to  our  meet- 
ings. 

RAMAH  BRANCH 

Branch     President:       Norman     G.     Muir, 
119,  Kitchener  Avenue,  Bez.  Valley. 
Reported  by  Mary  Millan  Stark 
The    Relief    Society    President,     Sister 
Wagner,  and  her  counsellors  are  to  be  con- 
gratulated    on     the     presentation     of     a 
beautiful    programme    at    the    Sacrament 
Service  this  month.    Their  theme  was  the 
Visiting  Teachers'  Message  and  songs  were 
rendered    by    Sister    Muriel    Barnes    and 
Brother  Seeman. 


The  Ramah  Branch  members  are  happy 
to  have  Elder  and  Sister  Everton,  who  are 
full  time  missionaries  from  Utah,  living  in 
the  elders'  quarters  at  Ramah.  The  Relief 
Society  sisters  had  a  spring-cleaning  at 
Ramah  and  tried  to  make  the  Everton's 
new  home  presentable.  We  look  forward 
to  many  happy  hours  association  with  these 
fine  people. 

Congratulations  to  Sister  and  Mr.  Kotze 
on  the  birth  of  a  dainty  little  girl.  We  are 
sure  that  she  will  bring  happiness  to  the 
lucky  parents. 

All  members  express  their  sympathy  to 
Sister  Lithgow  who  has  been  confined  to 
her  bed  with  sickness.  Our  prayers  are 
offered  on  her  behalf  for  a  speedy  recovery. 

A  hearty  welcome  is  extended  to  Dick 
Ninow  from  Cape  Town  and  Ned  Hartman 
from  Margate  and  to  Sister  Matthews  and 
Nola  who  have  returned  home  after  tour- 
ing with  the  Pantomime  Company. 

Ramah's  ranks  have  been  depleted 
because  so  many  have  gone  on  holiday  but 
we  wish  them  a  good  time  and  look  forward 
to  their  return.  Brother  Hubert  is  visiting 
his  son  in  Cape  Town,  the  Tewsons  are  ir* 
Parys;  Sister  Pace  and  Sister  Rooke  arp 
in  Durban.  Brother  Fred  Ninow,  Jnr.  is 
away  on  business  —  in  South  West  Africa; 
and  Brother  Provich  is  working  away  in 
Bethal. 

We  are  happy  to  welcome  as  new  mem- 
bers Mr.  and  Mrs.  Calteaux  and  the  latter's 
mother,  Mrs.  Munnik.  We  are  sure  that 
their  knowledge  of  the  gospel  will  guide 
them  through  the  years  to  come. 

Most  of  us  are  a  little  envious  of  the 
glow  surrounding  Lilian  Pereira  who  has 
become  engaged  to  Brother  Johan  Brum- 
mer,  who  is  a  Counsellor  in  the  District. 
Presidentcy.  Maybe  the  glow  is  a  reflec- 
tion from  the  beautiful  diamond  ring  she 
is  wearing,  but  whatever  the  cause  it  surely 
makes  her  look  prettier  than  ever.  All 
their  friends  wish  them  a  bright  and  happy 
future. 

Transvaal  District  Conference  held  on 
the  22nd  will  long  be  remembered  by  those 
who  attended  as  it  was  the  last  one  which 
President  and  Sister  Wright  and  family 
attended  and  because  Brother  and  Sister 
Wright  from  Salt  Lake  City  visited  with  us 
also.  At  the  morning  session  the  Ramah 
Choir  rendered  a  beautiful  number  and 
after  the  sustaining  of  the  Church  Authori- 
ties the  rest  of  the  meeting  was  handed 
to  President  Wright  who  gave  a  powerful 
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address  on  the  Priesthood  generally,  the 
reasons  why  the  Seed  of  Cain  could  not 
hold  it,  with  special  reference  to  the  condi- 
tions existing  in  South  Africa  and  en- 
courage remarks  to  those  seeking  after 
their  genealogy. 

The  afternoon  session  took  the  form  a 
district  baptismal  service  when  seven 
people  entered  the  Church.  They  were  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Charlton  from  Benoni,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Rhynes  of  Forrest  Hill,  Shirley 
Beveridge  of  Springs,  Yvonne  Pieterse  of 
Discovery  and  Frank  Millan  Stark.  The 
talks  by  President  Wright  and  Brother 
Johan  Brummer,  the  inspired  prayers  by 
those  performing  the  confirmations  added 
much  to  the  spirituality  of  this  meeting. 
The  hand  of  fellowship  is  extended  to 
these  fine  new  members  and  to  the  three 
younger  children  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Rhynes  who  were  blessed  by  the  Priest- 
hood. 

During  the  evening  session  the  members 
were  privileged  to  have  President  Wright's 
Mother  and  Father  address  the  meeting. 
Our  only  regret  is  that  their  stay  here  is 
so  short  as  everyone  would  have  liked  to 
have  become  better  acquainted  with  the 
parents  of  our  popular  President.  Presi- 
dent and  Sister  Wright,  in  their  farewell 
addresses,  recalled  the  previous  times 
when  they  had  said  Goodbye  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Ramah  Branch  and  exhorted 
everyone  to  treasure  the  Gospel  teachings 
and  never  to  compromise  on  its  principles. 

The  following  night  friends  and  mem- 
bers gathered  at  Ramah  to  enjoy  a  social 
and  farewell  party  for  the  Wright  family, 
when  a  concert  was  given  in  which  old 
friends  and  new  friends  performed  .  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Lawrence,  who  have  been  asso- 
ciated with  Ramah  for  many  years,  played 
and  sang  and  caused  President  Wright  to 
reminesce  about  the  earlier  days  when  his 
home  was  in  Johannesburg.  The  members 
enjoyed  dainty  refreshments  served  be- 
tween items  and  during  the  evening 
Brother  Norman  Muir  bade  farewell  to  the 
Wrights  and  presented  them  with  a  part- 
ing gift.  The  Wrights  will  always  be 
remembered  at  Ramah  and  most  of  us  said 
"Tot  Siens"  and  not  Goodbye  to  them  as 
we  feel  sure  that  they  will  return  some 
day. 

We  extend  sympathy  and  hope  for  a 
speedy  recovery  to  Clarence  Muir  and 
Louis  Albertus  who  were  involved  in  an 


accident  on  the  22nd  and  are  now  in  the 
Van  der  Bijl  Hospital  and  are  reported  to 
be  recovering. 

The  branch  members  regret  having  to 
say  farewell  to  Cecilia  and  Chris  Louw — 
the  former  having  left  on  a  trip  to  England 
and  the  Continent  and  the  latter  to  return 
to  Rhodesia. 

DURBAN  BRANCH 

Branch  President :  Elder  Lowell  Wood,  21 
Bulwer  Road,  Durban. 
Reported  by  Sister  J.  Wahlburn 
The  social  event  of  the  month  in  our 
Branch  was  the  Reunion  Dinner  Dance 
held  on  the  3rd  March.  Brother  Louis 
Duncan  was  responsible  for  the  organising 
and  success  of  this  fine  evening's  entertain- 
ment. When  all  had  partaken  of  the 
delicious  cold  supper  so  enticingly  pre- 
pared and  set  out  on  the  long  tables,  every- 
one joined  in  the  spirit  of  things  and 
danced  gaily  to  the  music  provided  by 
Sister  Schuback  and  her  family.  Congratu- 
lations Brother  Duncan  and  thanks  a 
million  to  you  and  to  all  those  who  helped 
in  making  that  evening  the  success  it  was. 
After  two  former  attempts,  the  Mutual 
proved  the  old  adage  "Third  time  lucky" 
to  be  true  when  they  held  a  Moonlight 
Picnic  on  the  South  Beach.  The  weather 
was  perfect  and  the  happy  crowd  that 
attended  certainly  made  the  most  of  that 
and  the  excellent  programme  arranged  by 
Mr.  Roy  Carlson. 

Cake  sales  have  become  a  monthly  affair 
in  this  Branch.  The  latest  one  was  spon- 
sored by  the  Sunday  School  and  a  fair 
amount  was  raised. 

We  have  another  lovely  bouncing  baby 
boy  in  our  Branch.  His  name  —  Gary 
Steven,  and  the  proud  parents.  Sister 
Leonora  and  Jan  Joubert. 

On  the  1st  March,  Sister  Natalie  Fagan 
presented  a  Bible  to  each  of  her  tiny  pupils 
in  the  Nursery  lcass.  This  was  a  very  sweet 
thought  on  Sister  Natalie's  part  and  it 
certainly  was  appreciated  by,  and  is  a  great 
encouragement  to.  these  diligent  little 
pupils. 

The  Blue  Lagoon  was  the  scene  of  the 
baptism  of  Brother  and  Sister  C.  A.  Smith's 
twin  sons,  Max  and  Norman.  It  is  our 
sincere  prayer  that  the  Lord  will  instil  in 
these  two  fine  little  boys  as  time  goes  by 
an  ever  increashing  knowledge  of  the  sig- 
nificance of  the  covenants  they  made  on 
that  dav. 
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